Recent advances in telemedicine.
With continuing advances in information technology, the applications of computers in medicine are increasing rapidly. Modern information technology not only affects the delivery of health care, but also significantly influences the doctor-patient relationship. Since the 1990s, technologic developments in high-bandwidth telecommunications systems and digitizing devices have led to a surge of interest in telemedicine. In recent years, the Internet, with its powerful penetration and scalability, has become an increasingly popular medical information resource and a new platform for telemedicine. The impact of modern technology on the advancement of telemedicine in Taiwan started with the 1995 National Information Infrastructure project, which uses networks of different bandwidths for teleconsultation and distance education programs. In 1998, National Taiwan University and Taipei Medical College in Taiwan, and the University of Pittsburgh and the University of Iowa in the USA, began cooperation on a new Cyber Medical Center (CMC) project that integrates the technologies of multimedia, database management, a multiple-site videoconferencing system, and the World Wide Web. The aim of the CMC is to create a multimedia network system for the management of electronic patient records, teleconsultation, online continuing medical education, and information services on the Web. In the future, telemedicine systems in Taiwan are expected to combine the Internet and cable television to connect clinics, hospitals, insurance organizations, and public health administrations; and, finally, to extend health services to every household.